This article reports the results of a national survey on the practices of state vocational rehabilitation agencies with regard to purchase and utilization of psychological consultation services from private psychologists. A letter was sent to each of the 5(:' state vocational rehabilitation agencies requesting information on nine points. Forty-four states responded. While it is common procedure for state agencies to purchase private psychological services, the criteria governing service contracts, standards, and fees vary considerably. The survey data revealed that state agencies vary with regard to standards and methods of selection, qualification, and performance of psychologists. Information regarding the numbers of clients and psychologists involved, and the total amount of monies spent for psychological consultant services was obtained from approximately one-third of the responding states and was found to vary widely from state to state. It is likely that some of the influencing factors accounting for the large discrepancies are the size of the state agency, the rehabilitation case loads, the availability of public and private psychologists, and interagency cooperativeness. (Author/PC) 
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Abstract
This article reports the results of a national survey on the practices of state vocational rehabilitation agencies with regard to puichase and utilization of psychological consultation services from private psychologists. A letter was sent to each of the fifty state vocational rehabilitation agencies requesting information on nine points. Forty-four states responded. While it is common procedure for state agencies to purchase private psychological services, the criteria governing service contracts, standards; and fees vary considerably. the socially handicapped, which for our purposes include the drug addict, the alcoholic, the Public offender, the juvenile delinquent, the poor and the disadvantaged, will be greatly intensified. The success of some of these programs will in part be dependent on the ability to identify effectively those persons who will profit most from available services. Assessments made by psychologists of potential clients will in many cases significantly affect a counselor's decisionmaking abont the client's likelihood to benefit by the agency's service program.
There are a number of contingencies which determine the effectiveness of the assessment made by the psychologist. Not all clients are referred to a psychologist for specific evaluations or for comprehensive assessment. Typically the referred client is one about whom the counselor finds it difficult to reach a decision, or whose progress is inconsistent with the counselor's expectations.
The counselor thus refers his client to a. psychologist with authorizations and instructions which frequently may be as non-specific as "do something." Some of the reports sent by the psychologist to the Wend land 3 referring counselor may contain information which, rather than assisting, may further confound the counselor's decision-making process. Such information may in part be due to the fact that the counselor sent the client to the psychologist with vague instructions.
Effective consultation results when a counselor is able to define clearly the information he requires from the psychologist and when the psychologist consequently understands what is expected of him and reports his findings in unambiguous language. These criteria are not always met by counselor or psychologist. In some cases the ineffectiveness of the report is due to the counselor's inappropriate or non-specific consultation request. In other instances it may be the psychologist who is lacking in the skills required to Purchase of services. Forty-three of the forty-four responding states do purchase services from psychologists in private practice.
The portion of psychological evaluations purchased by states from private practitioners varies from "almost none" to "almost all."
The amount of services purchased is contingent not only upon availability of private practitioners but also upon ready access to "no cost" sources, such as agency staff, The extent to which rehabilitation counselors personally do testing within the agency, and in some cases the fee schedules of private psychologists, are other factors determining the extent to which psychological services are purchased. Vocational tests have the least amount of variation in fees with the range varying from $3 to $6, a mean of $4. 86 and a median of $5.
The majority of states approach fee scheduling by reimbursing for psychological test batteries. Refer to Table I for a summary of test battery fe.es.
Insert Table 1 Twenty-eight of the state agencies indicated they had informal quality controls. Generally, this means that the counselor, sometimes co jointly with his supervisor, is responsible for quality control according to his own subjective criterion of "satisfaction" with a psycholgical report. Of the remaining state agencies, six did not respnnd to the question, while three stated they had no Insert Table 2 about here The majority of states indicated that the data they supplied represent estimates for the 1967 -1968 fiscal year. Consequently, the data in Table 2 sliauld be interpreted accordingly. While some states have an approv :d roster of psychologists, a central recordkeeping system of tht. ,..tent to which ea h psychologist was actually used, and how often, was not available.
Summary
The survey data reveal that some states make extensive purchases of services from private psychologists while others do not.
However, thc? question of how the results are utilized in the rehabilitation plan did not produce quantifiable data. It appears that more study needs to be addressed to this issue.
The state agencies vary considerably with regard to standards and methods of selection, qualification, and performance of psychologists. In some instances, requirements of education and experience are spelled-out in detail. In others, the availability of psychologists and the counselor's subjective assessment and satisfaction with a psychologist's work are sufficient criteria for his continued use.
Even though most states did indicate they had some form of fee schedules, whether as a bargaining base line or as a non-negotiable set fee, the range for individual tests, test batteries, and other consultation services among states is comparatively broad.
Information regarding the numbers of clients and psychologists involved and the total amount of monies spent for psychological consultant services was obtained from approximately one-third of the responding states. From these states there typically followed a qualifying statement saying that the figures were estimates. What is reflected by the wide difference in the estimated figurks of monies spent, clients referred, and psychologists utilized is unclear, It seems likely that some of the influencing factors are the size of the state agency, the rehabilitation case loads, the availability of public and private psychologists, and inter-agency cooperativeness.
